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News

Reflecting on their mission trip to Roatan, the seniors were touched by the resilient children they met who
overcame their discouraging circumstances in order to enjoy childhood.

or running about. At the end of each
day, the seniors reflected on what had
impacted them that day. Many seniors
were touched by the resilient children
who overcame their discouraging
circumstances in order to have fun and
enjoy their childhood. Rosten Dieter

said, “The children were amazing. They
reflected pure joy at receiving a simple
gift like a ball, while we want things like
iPads, cars and mp3 players. This made
me want to embrace a more simple
life—getting rid of wants and focusing
on needs.” Because of this experience

many of the seniors second-guessed
their supposed need for superfluous
material desires. The seniors all agreed
they were blessed by what they had at
home in the U.S.
I was touched by how much the
seniors matured and opened themselves to new experiences. As a teacher,
I was proud of their accomplishments
because these are lessons that cannot
be taught in a classroom. It is not every
day that teenagers are able to travel to a
third-world country and selflessly give
their time and money so that others
might be able to achieve a better life.
Hinsdale Adventist Academy’s mission is to “strengthen students for lives
of purpose, service and leadership.” By
all accounts of the trip ... mission accomplished!
For more photos from the trip or to
learn more about Hinsdale Adventist
Academy, please visit www.haa.org.

Justin Ferguson, English teacher and senior
class sponsor, Hinsdale Adventist Academy

RMES students
celebrate Spring
Week of Prayer
Michigan—“Welcome to the ‘Son
Harvest County Fair!’” That’s what
Ruth Murdoch Elementary School
students heard each day during their
Spring Week of Prayer. The theme was
“Growing the Fruits of the Spirit.” Led
by sixth grade teacher Deborah Park,
the sixth grade class spent hours rehearsing skits, practicing special music
pieces, creating PowerPoint presentations, working with microphones and
creating the fair.
No detail was left untouched. Students, dressed in cowboy hats, boots,
denim jeans and plaid shirts, made the
whole event quite realistic. Chickens,
horses, cows, pigs and geese, created
by teachers and students, added to the
atmosphere. Students visiting the fair
sat on straw bales. Barn doors, chicken
roosts, saddles, silos, field crops, trac-
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Deborah Park (seated, center) and her sixth grade students dressed in cowboy hats, boots, denim jeans and
plaid shirts for the Son Harvest County Fair, the week of prayer programs the class presented to the Ruth
Murdoch Elementary School student body.

tors and eggs that had been gathered
into a basket were all tended to by our
sixth grade harvest workers.
Each day focused on a different
fruit of the Spirit. Love, joy, peace, patience and kindness were all discussed

from biblical, social and world-wide
views. When the students gave a presentation on patience, they discussed
the Prodigal Son and how the father
waited patiently for his lost son to
return. They also performed a skit that
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only was this a huge lesson on the
Fruits of the Spirit, but for the sixth
grade students it was a big lesson on
leadership and leading others to God.
“The presentations were extremely
well done,” said RMES principal, David Waller. “We are thankful for such
a dedicated teacher who took the time
to prepare her students to present the
week of prayer. What a privilege to see
young people themselves leading out
and encouraging other young people to
grow in their relationship to Christ.”
Proud parents were there, too, taping performances and taking pictures
while their students presented different parts of the service.
As a child, Park was encouraged by

a teacher to take art classes. The entire
school now benefits from her talent.
Park’s students create amazing art displays throughout the year, and the Son
Harvest County Fair shows their hard
work and is reflective of the encouragement from a caring teacher.
“I think I may need to pack up
my students and hit the road with our
show!” says Park. “They did an amazing job.” After receiving a compliment
about her hard work, she shrugged her
shoulders and replied, “I worked with
my students and they responded very
well. I’m really proud of them.”
Wendy Keough, principal’s assistant, Ruth
Murdoch Elementary School

Gina Meekma

included one of the performers being
late to week of prayer. When discussing
kindness, the students presented different Bible texts and showed short video
clips illustrating kindness. One video
was the story of an 11-year-old boy who
started a charity to save young children
in Africa from being sold as slaves.
By using many examples that flowed
seamlessly together, our students were
reached in many different ways.
Not only were students reached
by different examples, but they were
reached through the enthusiasm and
personable approach that the sixth
graders used. The presenters walked
around the room as though they were
speaking to students individually. Not

Students made more than 35 dozen cookies to deliver to community service providers, local business and
school neighbors.

NAS students show
school spirit
Michigan—Spring Spirit Week at
Niles Adventist School (NAS) focuses
more on serving and helping others
instead of the crazy hair and matching
outfits of Fall Spirit Week. On Monday,
Mar. 7, students at NAS celebrated everybody’s birthday with a game where
presents were passed left or right,
depending on the word spoken in a
story titled, “Mr. & Mrs. Wright.” The
party also included pizza and cupcakes,
which were provided by the Home &
School Association.
Tuesday’s activity involved making
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chocolate chip cookies to give out to
others, an idea that came from a survey
that Reilly Gaudin passed out to the
students when she was “Principal for a
Day.” More than 35 dozen cookies were
made from ingredients donated by the
parents and teachers.
On Wednesday, many of the cookies were delivered to service providers
such as policemen and firefighters as
well as to some local businesses that
donated to the school’s silent auction,
and to some of our neighbors near
the school. The students also enjoyed
sampling the fruits of their labor. Each
classroom also planned something
special for another classroom and

surprised them with it. The surprises
included cards and Popsicles, letters
of appreciation and candy hidden in
a classroom, brownies, chocolate eggs
and paper Easter eggs, Bible verses and
fun little toys. We’re not sure who had
more fun—those being surprised or
those doing the surprising!
Since Friday was the start of Spring
Break, Spirit Week ended on Thursday
with swimming at the Andrews University pool. Everyone had a great time
splashing and playing in the water.
Many, including the Home &
School, parents, teachers and students,
played a part in making it a fun and
successful Spirit Week!
Gina Meekma, editor, NAS News
This article was originally published in the
April 2011 NAS News. Used with permission.
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Amanda Boothby, pre-K and kindergarten teacher,
and kindergarten student, McKenna Klett, prepare
cookies to share in the community.
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